
Sadiq Khan, the Climate Emergency,  

and the £1bn Silvertown Road Tunnel 

 
 

Silvertown Tunnel protestors with Matthew Pennycook MP for Greenwich and Woolwich  
at the School Climate Strike on Friday 20 September 2019 

 

 

Sadiq Khan  is silent about his biggest spending commitment as London Mayor, 
the Silvertown Tunnel.  
 
Mayor Khan is now promising a 'Green New Deal' for London - but his administration has just signed a 
contract to build a massive £1bn new road, that will lock in carbon emissions for decades to come.  His 
decision to build the £1bn Silvertown Tunnel has been kept carefully under the radar – Sadiq never 
mentions it on social media, for example - and many Londoners still don’t know about it. If this 4-lane 
Thames road tunnel with dedicated HGV lanes, which effectively doubles the existing Blackwall Tunnel, 
were planned to run from Battersea to Westminster, things might be different. But it will (if it's ever built) 
run from Newham in East London to Greenwich. The extra traffic will worsen congestion on the narrow 
and congested approach roads to the north and south, which run past homes and schools in areas with 
mostly poorer populations, some of whom already breathe bad air.  
 
The decision to sign the contract for Silvertown after declaring a climate emergency, and just before 
promising a 'Green New Deal'  fits into an uncomfortable pattern. Mayor Khan was active supporter of 
London City Airport expansion, that even the business-minded Mayor Johnson wouldn't permit, and has 
cancelled walking and cycling schemes such as the Rotherhithe Bridge and the Westway cycleway, claiming 
that they're unaffordable. The image the Mayor is trying to project might be green, but if you follow the 
money, the Khan administration appears to still be fully committed to carbon-intensive business-as-usual. 

https://www.newhamrecorder.co.uk/news/sadiq-khan-condemns-boris-johnson-s-block-on-newham-airport-expansion-1-4297036
https://www.newhamrecorder.co.uk/news/sadiq-khan-condemns-boris-johnson-s-block-on-newham-airport-expansion-1-4297036
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jan/17/sadiq-khan-vows-to-make-london-carbon-neutral-by-2030-if-re-elected-mayor


 

The consultation video of 2015 shows Greenwich Peninsula before thousands of high rise flats 
and a new school were built there by the planned tunnel mouth. 

 

The key question – why did Khan allow the tunnel? We can guess why Khan doesn’t talk about 
the tunnel – it runs directly against his stated aim of taking action on cleaner air and climate 
emergency, and the image he wants to project. It makes accusations of hypocrisy impossible 
for him to deny. But why did he give the go-ahead in the first place? It was his decision, and his 
alone. The only likely explanation seems to be that he decided to put big business interests 
above the needs and wishes of the populations he is supposed to serve. Such interests include 
the powerful Canary Wharf Group.  

 

                        from 2014 Silvertown Tunnel 
stakeholder event notes 

 

That the project was first developed while Boris Johnson was mayor (and, initially, by the 
same team that reviewed the options for the Garden Bridge, and wrote the business case and 
business plan for that project) deepens the mystery. Khan didn’t have to support it, indeed he 
pledged when campaigning for the 2016 mayoral elections to review it. Within a few weeks of 
entering City Hall, without a proper review and ignoring local opposition, he gave the go-
ahead. 

 

https://www.cityam.com/silvertown-tunnel-consultation-opened-tfl-it-seeks-public-feedback/
https://www.cityam.com/silvertown-tunnel-consultation-opened-tfl-it-seeks-public-feedback/
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/st-15-october-silvertown-event-notes.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/st-15-october-silvertown-event-notes.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/st-15-october-silvertown-event-notes.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/oct/04/sadiq-khan-silvertown-tunnel-east-london-green-pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/oct/04/sadiq-khan-silvertown-tunnel-east-london-green-pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/oct/04/sadiq-khan-silvertown-tunnel-east-london-green-pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/oct/04/sadiq-khan-silvertown-tunnel-east-london-green-pollution


  

 

Again in 2019 he had the chance to prevent contract signature, following City Hall’s declaration 
of climate emergency and in the light of new research about the impact of air pollution from 
traffic on health, especially children’s. These two factors show how much the context for new 
road projects has changed in the last decade – leaving the Silvertown project looking very 
outdated. 

    

School Strikers 29 at City Hall November 2019  

 

 

 

 

https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/greater-london/
https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/greater-london/
https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/greater-london/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/child-health-experts-warn-air-pollution-is-damaging-childrens-health/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/child-health-experts-warn-air-pollution-is-damaging-childrens-health/


 

Silvertown Tunnel will be a big issue in the 2020 London mayoral campaign.   

Sian Berry, Siobhan Benita and Rosalind Readhead, the Green, Lib Dem and Independent 
candidates, all oppose the tunnel. The scheme raises serious doubts about the Mayor's green 
credentials – Khan is after all the most senior Labour politician in power. His support for a new, 
HGV-heavy road tunnel contrasts with his 2019 cancellation of the Rotherhithe to Canary Wharf 
cycle and pedestrian bridge. 

 
Sian Berry, Green Party Candidate for London Mayor with protestors outside City Hall May 2019 

 

Khan’s retrograde approach contrasts with that of the Welsh government which in 2019 
cancelled the M4 relief road project partly for environmental reasons; and of the French 
government which cancelled the planned expansion of Marseilles airport because of the risk to 
carbon reduction targets. 

    School Strikers at City Hall November 29 2019 

https://brunelbridge.london/news/
https://brunelbridge.london/news/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48512697
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48512697


 

Thirteen false and unproven claims the Mayor repeatedly makes about the 
Silvertown Tunnel - and the truth 

Claim 1: 'TfL did an exhaustive analysis of alternatives to the Silvertown Tunnel'. 

Not true. TfL has never made a detailed comparison of the economic benefits and 
environmental, traffic and public transport effects of any of these credible alternative options: 

- a scheme that tolls Blackwall Tunnel at levels to fully relieve congestion, without 
building a new tunnel; 

- a wider smart road pricing scheme that would also fully decongest Blackwall Tunnel; 

- a single bore tunnel at Silvertown reversible in the direction of tidal flow, with a 
bike/e-cargo bike route/escape/fire access under the roadway. 

TfL also did not account for the opportunity cost of building the tunnel: if toll income is not 
spent on paying back the cost of the Silvertown Tunnel, it can be spent on other infrastructure 
or public transport services, which will offer far better economic and environmental returns 
than the tunnel. 

TfL failed to assign any economic value to reductions in carbon emissions, or reductions in local 
air pollution, in its comparison of economic benefits of options.   

Claim 2: 'TfL showed that tolling the Blackwall Tunnel alone cannot remove congestion at the 
crossing.' 

Not true. TfL have not modelled the traffic effects of a level of toll that would remove congestion 
entirely from Blackwall. 

Claim 3: 'The money available to build the Silvertown Tunnel comes from tolling this crossing, 
as part of the PFI scheme and cannot be used for anything else.' 

Not true. It's road pricing income. There's nothing stopping Mayor Khan tolling the Blackwall 
crossing alone, and spending that income on, for example, better public transport, or cycling 
schemes like the Rotherhithe Bridge 

Claim 4: 'The Silvertown scheme enables a step-change in public transport across the river, 
with 37 new buses an hour.' 

Not true. The Mayor could enable a step-change in public transport right now, if he wanted to, 
and not in six years' time, by tolling Blackwall Tunnel to remove congestion.  (The main reason 
people don't take buses across the river is unreliability.)  He could also make those buses free, 
using the income from tolls. The number of buses promised in the Development Consent Order is 
20, not 37. And only for 3 years. It is true that the Silvertown scheme would allow TfL to use 
double-decker buses, but we don't believe this advantage is worth £1bn. 

 

 



 

 

Claim 5: 'A toll high enough to de-congest Blackwall Tunnel would send too much new traffic 
to Rotherhithe and the Woolwich Ferry' 

Not proven. TfL have never actually modelled this scenario. Nor have they modelled alternatives 
such as wider road pricing, or providing free buses through Blackwall funded by toll income to 
reduce private car numbers at the tunnel. 

Claim 6: 'The Silvertown Tunnel is necessary because the northbound Blackwall Tunnel is old 
and frequently blocked by over-height vehicles' 

Not true. Firstly, (and in particular once Blackwall Tunnel is tolled), technology that won't cost 
£1bn should be available to prevent over-height vehicles entering the tunnel.  Secondly, no 
vehicle gets stuck in the tunnel voluntarily.  The Blackwall and Silvertown tunnels share a 
narrow approach road.  If a vehicle gets stuck in Blackwall, where most of the traffic will still go 
when Silvertown Tunnel is built, traffic will still rapidly back up and block that approach road. 

Claim 7: 'The Silvertown Tunnel will improve air quality'.  

Not proven; highly unlikely. The scheme as described will improve air quality at the tunnel 
mouths (where there are no houses), by releasing traffic and reducing queuing, but it will 
increase congestion and reduce air quality on the approach roads, pushing the tunnel 
bottlenecks back onto roads where thousands of people live, work and learn.  

- Even TfL’s modelling (which SSTC regards as highly optimistic) shows increased traffic in 
an area of concern south of the river: the A102 southbound, after coming OUT of 
Blackwall Tunnel in the evening rush hour. This is already very congested (see the daily 
feed from TfL cameras at http://livetrafficuk.com/) so what will be the effect of an extra 
two tunnel lanes feeding in what TfL itself says would be 25-30% more traffic? 

 

- Research shows consistently that new roads = more traffic. Plans are already being 
made for freight logistics centres near both tunnel exits. 

http://livetrafficuk.com/


 

https://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/new-giant-three-storey- 
logistics-facility-for-the-heart-of-london_8987 

- A recent, typical example in the news is Scotland’s new Queensferry Bridge which 
Transport Scotland has just admitted has led to over 1m extra car journeys in the last 
year, while the goal to raise public transport journeys instead has failed - half the 
planned public transport projects have not even been implemented. 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/traffic-and-travel/transport-chiefs- 
admit-unwanted-queensferry-crossing-traffic-increase-1358484 

Air pollution from traffic in parts of Greenwich and Newham is already over legal limits. The 
UK Courts have been clear in the 3 ClientEarth judgements (2011, 2015 and 2018) that the UK 
must comply with the EU Air Quality Directive within the shortest possible time. In the 
September 2019 Gladman case judgement, the Appeal Court refused to allow, by applying the 
ClientEarth judgements, a development that would increase air pollution to illegal levels. 

- Research from King’s College London shows that living within 50m of a busy road may 
raise lung cancer risk by 10%, and stunt children’s lung growth by 3-14%. 
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/air-pollution-restricting-childrens-lung-development 

- Children’s hearts and cognitive abilities are also affected, see e.g. this just-published 
research: https://www.edworkingpapers.com/ai20-188 

- Around 16,000 children attend schools in Greenwich that will be affected by increased 
congestion resulting from the extra tunnel, and another 16,000 in Newham. 

Claim 8: 'The terms of the Development Consent Order ensure that traffic, congestion and 
pollution won't get worse once the tunnel is built.' 

Not true. The DCO makes it clear that, although any future Mayor has to pay attention to TfL's 
opinion on tolls, the decision on the level of toll is theirs alone.  It's a political decision (as all 
decisions on taxes are) and they are able to remove the toll entirely, and let pollution and 
congestion ramp up, if they want to do that.  (As Mayor Johnson did with the Congestion Charge 
western extension.)   

Claim 9: 'The Silvertown Tunnel project is consistent with the Mayor's declaration of a climate 
emergency, and London's 1.5 degree compatible plan' 

Not true. The business case for the tunnel (entirely based on the assumed benefits of less 
congestion), and the repayment plan for the PFI financing both assume that private vehicle 
demand and use remain constant in the foreseeable future.  This assumption is catastrophically 
flawed from the perspective of climate action: 

https://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/new-giant-three-storey-logistics-facility-for-the-heart-of-london_8987
https://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/new-giant-three-storey-logistics-facility-for-the-heart-of-london_8987
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/traffic-and-travel/transport-chiefs-admit-unwanted-queensferry-crossing-traffic-increase-1358484
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/traffic-and-travel/transport-chiefs-admit-unwanted-queensferry-crossing-traffic-increase-1358484
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/air-pollution-restricting-childrens-lung-development
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/air-pollution-restricting-childrens-lung-development
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/ai20-188


- Even to meet London’s existing, weak carbon reduction targets (set by Khan himself), the 
Mayor/ TfL will need to replace many private vehicle trips with trips by public transport, 
cycling, walking and micro- EVs. That would sharply reduce demand and congestion at 
the Greenwich/ Newham river crossing. 

 

- But the targets are based on old data anyway.  The Mayor’s draft Strategy (May 2018) 
and planned carbon reduction pathway predate the IPCC’s Special Report on 1.5 degrees 
(SR15, October 2018).  SR15 is the key report that changed the landscape of the debate 
on climate change and the climate emergency. It significantly updated the scientific basis 
underlying global carbon budgets, and this is crucial for interpreting London’s transport 
plan and carbon budgets. 

- These will need to be toughened considerably, to a 12.5% year on year reduction in 
carbon emissions, for London to meet its contribution to the IPCC's target of keeping 
global heating to 1.5 degrees.  

- City Hall has also cited a C40 Cities letter (April 2018) and the Climate Action Plan 
Assessment (July 2018).  These documents also preceded SR15.  

- Switching to electric vehicles alone is not enough (see claim 10).  We will need to sharply 
reduce private car use.  

- This means both the business case for the tunnel and the repayment plan fall apart, and 
TfL is left with a £1bn debt to pay off on what's effectively a white elephant.  The PFI 
project’s financial structure is a mismatch with Khan’s stated environmental aims.  

New scientific research based on the SR15 from climate scientists at Manchester Tyndall 
University shows the extent of the gap between plans and what’s needed; and the urgency. At 
2017 CO2 emission levels, London would use its entire budget by 2027. A different analysis, 
using the data in the London Environmental Strategy (LES), produces a similar conclusion: that 
if London followed the LES budget, it would breach London’s IPCC 1.5 degree carbon budget in 
8 years. We have shared these analyses with City Hall, who have ignored them in their 
responses. More information available on request. 

Claim 10: ‘Electric vehicles will result in significant carbon savings’. 

Not true.  City Hall’s arguments rely heavily on electric vehicles (EVs) but these are not a credible 
pathway to the emissions reductions we need in the time we have available.  Reasons include the 
big rise in UK electricity demand which cannot be met by renewable sources, limited EV resources 
such as lithium and cobalt, and up-front carbon emissions from EV production. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/leading-scientists-set-out-resource-
challenge-of-meeting-net-zer.html 

Claim 11: 'London cannot wait any longer for us to build the Silvertown Tunnel.' 

Not true. The tunnel will take six years to build. The Mayor could get most of the supposed 
benefits of the scheme (less congestion, better public transport) right now by tolling the 
Blackwall Tunnel, and investing the income in free bus services that will allow us to use that 
tunnel much more efficiently.  And unlike the Silvertown scheme, this option will allow 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/leading-scientists-set-out-resource-challenge-of-meeting-net-zer.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/leading-scientists-set-out-resource-challenge-of-meeting-net-zer.html


immediate improvements on the two problems that we do need to solve urgently: London's 
poor air quality, and high carbon emissions. 

Claim 12: 'The Silvertown Tunnel is necessary to support population growth and economic 
growth in East London.' 

Not true. The Silvertown scheme will not allow increased cross-river traffic because approach 
roads, shared with Blackwall Tunnel, are already saturated.  Widening these, or creating new 
routes through the already very polluted adjacent neighbourhoods, is not politically or 
practically feasible.  All Silvertown does is allow the same traffic to do the actual river crossing 
slightly faster at peak times (while crawling in the approaches). Silvertown creates new road 
capacity in the most expensive place possible - doubling the Blackwall Tunnel - but nearly all of it 
can’t be used.   

If the Mayor wants to increase capacity across the river, his best option would be to extend the 
DLR or the Overground to Thamesmead and Abbey Wood, toll the Blackwall Tunnel to remove 
congestion, and use the toll income to fund free and reliable buses through Blackwall.  To 
support economic growth and population increase it's much cheaper and greener to use existing 
road infrastructure more efficiently, by moving private trips to public transport and freeing up 
road space for businesses that need to use it. 

Claim 13: 'The Silvertown Tunnel has been supported in several consultations and by the 
planning inspectors. There is no need for further scrutiny.' 

Not true. TfL has given false information to the public at consultation, to politicians, and to the 
planning inspectors - claiming repeatedly, and wrongly, that their modelling proves that it is not 
possible for a pricing strategy to remove congestion at Blackwall.  None of these groups had the 
resources to check TfL's work - so their conclusions are based on this false information.  
Furthermore, climate issues were 'scoped out' of the planning enquiry entirely. We think the 
climate crisis should have been considered as a key factor in any scrutiny of the scheme, and it 
has never been. 

***   ***   *** 

We provide more detail on the scheme and the campaign against it below. 

Background to the Silvertown Tunnel 

The Silvertown Tunnel is a planned new £1bn four lane Thames road crossing, from Greenwich 
Peninsula north-east to Silvertown in the borough of Newham. It will be wider bore than the 
existing Blackwall Tunnel, allowing larger HGVs. Transport for London have designed this as a PFI 
project: the RiverLinx consortium chosen to build the tunnel will recover the cost by tolling both 
Blackwall & Silvertown Tunnels, effectively taxing residents of SE & E London. 

The contract was signed in November 2019. Cancellation would incur significant penalties. 
Construction is due to start in 2020 and last 6 years: noisy, polluting and emitting over 150,000 
tonnes of CO2. 

Once the tunnel is built, HGVs and other traffic will use existing approach roads, causing more 
congestion and pollution past local schools and homes, many of which already suffer from air 



pollution over legal limits. The ULEZ and electric cars won't solve the problem: We know now that 
heavy low-carbon vehicles still emit (more dangerous) particulates from brakes and tyres. 

HGV logistics centres are being planned near the tunnel mouths on both sides of the river. 

The Tunnel has no provision for innovative, low-carbon transport like e-cargo bikes vehicles. 
Pedestrians can't use it. Cyclists will be asked to take an (experimental) shuttle, despite the 
effective failure of cycle shuttles on other crossings. 

The project is opposed by the adjacent boroughs of Greenwich, Lewisham, Southwark, Newham 
and Hackney. It will prevent these boroughs implementing the measures to improve air quality 
that the Mayor himself has demanded. 

It is also opposed by top environmental health, transport and climate policy experts, air quality 
campaigners, active travel NGOs, cycle logistics companies, Extinction Rebellion climate activists, 
politicians from all parties across E & SE London, and local residents & headteachers. 

The decision to allow Transport for London to move forward on this outdated project was Sadiq 
Khan's alone. He is aware that TfL made serious mistakes in their initial evaluation of options, 
which have never been corrected. And that the project has not been (a) re-evaluated in light of 
the carbon emissions reductions that London needs to achieve to do its share in preventing 
climate breakdown; (b) re-assessed following recent findings on the serious health impacts of air 
pollution, including harmful particulates from “zero emission” vehicles. 

Campaign by the Stop Silvertown Tunnel Coalition 

The Stop Silvertown Tunnel Coalition (SSTC), whose members include local political parties, 
schools and pressure groups including Extinction Rebellion, continues to fight the tunnel. “Each 
time we’ve written to City Hall, Khan or his deputy for transport Heidi Alexander have replied 
using the same arguments that we’ve shown to be false in previous letters” says coalition 
coordinator Victoria Rance. 

 
Rosamund Kissi Debra speaking at Goldsmiths with Victoria Rance 

of Stop the Silvertown Tunnel Coalition 



 

“One of our letters had hundreds of local signatories including 15 school heads; another was 
signed by a long list of climate and clean air experts and by campaign groups ranging from Living 
Streets to the Ella Roberta Family Foundation. Other London and national pressure groups have 
also written. City Hall have ignored the weight of opposition and refused to engage with the 
issues.” 

 

London Assembly Members Sian Berry, Caroline Russell, Caroline Pidgeon with children from Thomas Tallis Secondary School at C ity Hall 

In 2019, 15 head teachers of local schools signed an SSTC letter to Sadiq Khan asking him to stop 
the project. SSTC staged a die-in outside City Hall with Thomas Tallis School science pupils, who 
explained on TV why the tunnel must be stopped. XR blocked a major local roundabout and 
leafleted motorists. 

 

XR close the Angerstein Roundabout September 2019 

 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/
http://ellaroberta.org/
https://greenwichandbexley.greenparty.org.uk/2019/05/17/local-schools-voice-opposition-to-new-silvertown-tunnel-construction/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/extinction-rebellion-activists-block-blackwall-tunnel-slip-road-in-protest-against-new-thames-tunnel-a4209361.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/extinction-rebellion-activists-block-blackwall-tunnel-slip-road-in-protest-against-new-thames-tunnel-a4209361.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/extinction-rebellion-activists-block-blackwall-tunnel-slip-road-in-protest-against-new-thames-tunnel-a4209361.html


 

SSTC ran stalls and a leafleting campaign to raise awareness, encouraging many local people to 
email their councillors. Recent arrivals at the numerous new blocks of flats in Greenwich 
Peninsula are shocked that a massive construction project may happen on their doorstep.  

Local film-maker Mary Waireri has made a film about the campaign: Dirty The Fight for Clean Air 
which will be shown on Sunday January 26th at Catford Mews cinema to mark what would have 
been the 16th birthday of Ella Roberta Kissi-Debrah. 

 

Better transport solutions 

SSTC have repeatedly called on City Hall and TfL to invest the £1 billion income from setting 
tolls on the Blackwall crossing in local public transport and cycling infrastructure, rather than 
building a new road tunnel. Cycling and pedestrian bridges could cross the Thames, like the 
Rotherhithe/ Canary Wharf bridge recently cancelled by Sadiq Khan. Commuter ferries across 
the river at key points could take cyclists, pedestrians, and e-delivery vehicles. The DLR should 
extend to Thamesmead and beyond, reducing longer distance vehicles. Proper cycle hire 
schemes should be introduced, plus more buses with routes designed around mass transit 
points. 

Tolls could cut traffic through Blackwall Tunnel, with prices higher at rush hours and concessions 
for local businesses - an infinitely cheaper and quicker solution than Silvertown and a step 
towards London-wide smart road tolling. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/361646045
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/film-screening-dirty-the-fight-for-clean-air-tickets-90185977687
https://catford-mews.co.uk/
https://catford-mews.co.uk/


 

Local Labour politics in E & SE London 

The tunnel has caused controversy among local councils, all Labour-controlled, in areas 
adjoining the tunnel’s route. All except Tower Hamlets have now come out against it, though 
strength of opposition varies. Newham under Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz and Hackney are both 
strongly opposed. Greenwich council’s leader Danny Thorpe did everything he could to stifle 
opposition even after he was eventually forced to change direction, by pressure from fellow 
councillors and the local constituency Labour parties which along with MP Matthew Pennycook 
all came out against the tunnel. London Assembly member for Greenwich & Lewisham Len 
Duvall, however, has strongly backed the tunnel project all along against the wishes of the 
people he represents. Ironically, both Duvall and Khan himself have asthma. 

Riverlinx Consortium 

The Design, Build, Finance and Maintain contract for Silvertown Tunnel was awarded by 
Transport for London to the Riverlinx consortium in November 2019. The PFI nature of the 
contract means that financial risk for construction and an initial maintenance period will sit with 
the consortium, whose members are Aberdeen Standard Investments, BAM PPP PGGM, Cintra, 
Macquarie Capital and SK E&C. Design and construction will be carried out by a consortium of 
BAM Nuttall (including sister company Wayss & Freytag Ingenieurbau providing specialist tunnel 
engineering expertise), Ferrovial Agroman and SK E&C. 

- Spanish conglomerate Ferrovial is in some financial trouble and currently divesting itself of 
loss- making parts such as UK-based Amey which holds PFI contracts for schools, hospitals, 
roads and prisons, some of which have been heavily criticised. Ferrovial states that it is 
committed to reducing carbon emissions. 

- Australia-based investment bank Macquarie Group has stated it wants to invest heavily in 
climate adaptation. It is under investigation in Europe for tax fraud. 

- Korean SK E&C is a construction company. 

- UK-based BAM Nutall (since 2002 part of the Dutch group Royal BAM) says it is 
committed to reducing its carbon footprint and states on its website: “We are striving to 
lead our industry to a positive, sustainable future”. 

The project has just been named Europe’s PFI transport deal of the year by PFI magazine. The 
irony is that funds raised by the award dinner at The Hilton on February 5th will go to Save the 
Children. http://www.pfie.com/home/pfi-awards/. 

 
 
 Road traffic kills 350,000 children a year  

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/News/Mayor-Fiaz-slams-Transport-Secretary-over-Silvertown-Tunnel-decision-.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/News/Mayor-Fiaz-slams-Transport-Secretary-over-Silvertown-Tunnel-decision-.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/News/Mayor-Fiaz-slams-Transport-Secretary-over-Silvertown-Tunnel-decision-.aspx
https://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk/2019/05/31/you-cannot-build-yourself-congestion-transport-condemnation-silvertown-tunnel/
https://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk/2019/05/31/you-cannot-build-yourself-congestion-transport-condemnation-silvertown-tunnel/
https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/18137881.last-ditch-attempt-stop-silvertown-tunnel-rebuffed-greenwich-council-leader/
https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/18137881.last-ditch-attempt-stop-silvertown-tunnel-rebuffed-greenwich-council-leader/
https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/18137881.last-ditch-attempt-stop-silvertown-tunnel-rebuffed-greenwich-council-leader/
https://853.london/2019/07/31/stop-backing-silvertown-tunnel-greenwich-labour-members-tell-council/
http://www.pfie.com/home/pfi-awards/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/road-traffic-kills-350000-children-year/


 

George Monbiot, Rupert Read and Stop the Silvertown Tunnel Coordinator Victoria Rance at Trafalgar Square August 2019 

Flooding risk 

Thames water levels are forecast to rise by one metre between now and 2100; but we understand 
that this is already outdated, and a storm surge plus high tides could cause rapid flooding. We 
also understand that scientists at the UK’s Centre for Ecology & Hydrology are reviewing their 
modelling for inland floods, and that severe inland flooding combined with a sea surge could 
threaten the Thames Barrier. All this raises important questions about what flood forecasts were 
used when planning Silvertown Tunnel and how far above flood levels predicted in existing / 
future forecasts the tunnel exits will be. 

Quotes from SSTC 

SSTC co-ordinator Victoria Rance says: 

“We need to stop Silvertown Tunnel: for the sake of our local communities, especially children 
who will suffer most from increased air pollution; and to combat climate change for the sake of 
the planet and future generations. We also need the lesson to be learnt among decision- makers 
everywhere – bad decisions like Silvertown come with a big penalty, political and reputational.” 

“Each time we’ve written to City Hall, Khan or his deputy for transport Heidi Alexander have 
replied using the same arguments that we’ve shown to be false in previous letters. One of our 
letters had hundreds of local signatories including 15 school heads; another was signed by a 
long list of climate and clean air academics, other experts and pressure groups, and by 
campaigners ranging from PedalMe to the Ella Roberta Family Foundation. Other London and 
national organisations have also written. City Hall have ignored the weight of opposition and 
refused to engage with the issues.” 

 



Sadiq Khan quote 

In his letter of 21 November to SSTC Khan said: “I am committed to reducing car dominance, 
improving air quality and addressing climate change”. On the day the tunnel contract signature 
was announced he tweeted about new research by Kings College London, “today’s report sadly 
confirms what we’ve known for a while - toxic air is an invisible killer, stunting children’s lungs and 
increasing the risk of lung cancer. I’m proud of the action we’ve taken to fight it” 

 

            
School Strikers at City Hall November 2019                                                                          Tweet from Sadiq Khan 17 January 2020 

 

 

 

Contact for more info and quotes: 

Victoria Rance: 07958 977992 

Dominic Leggett: 07479 265415 

Simon Pirani: 07947 031268  

Twitter: @silvertowntn 

Website with press and image links: https://stopsilvertowntn.com/ 

 

 

 
 

https://www.guardian-series.co.uk/news/18070521.protestors-call-sadiq-khan-cancel-silvertown-tunnel/
https://twitter.com/sadiqkhan/status/1218268585879121925?s=21
https://twitter.com/SilvertownTn?s=20
https://stopsilvertowntn.com/


Annex: those opposing the tunnel include: 
Frank Kelly - Professor of Environmental Health, King’s College London  
Dr Peter - Strachan Professor in Energy Policy, Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen  
Dr Ian Mudway - Air pollution toxicologist at King’s College London, working on the health impacts of air quality in 
London.  
Tim Jackson - Professor of Sustainable Development, Surrey University  
Phil Goodwin - Emeritus Professor of Transport Policy, UCL & UWE.  
Professor John Whitelegg - Editor, World Transport Policy and Practice  
Dr Audrey de Nazelle - Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College  
Dr Rupert Read – Extinction Rebellion national spokesperson, Reader in Philosophy at the University of East Anglia 
and former Green Party spokesperson on Transport.  
Simon Birkett - Founder & Director, Clean Air in London  
David Smith - Founder, Little Ninja UK  
Rosamund Adoo-Kissi-Debrah - Founder, Ella Roberta Family Foundation, and children & young people’s advocate  
Jemima Hartshorn - Mums For Lungs 
Dr Andrew Boswell - Natural scientist and computer scientist, consultant at Climate Emergency Planning and Policy  
Stephen Joseph - Independent transport policy consultant & visiting professor at the University of Hertfordshire, 
former Chief Executive of Campaign for Better Transport  
Chris Todd - Director, Transport Action Network  
George Monbiot - Journalist and activist.  
Simon Pirani - Senior Research Fellow, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies  
Sian Berry - Green Party candidate for Mayor of London and Green Party London Assembly Member  
Caroline Russell - Green Party London Assembly Member  
Jonathan Bartley - Co-Leader of the Green Party  
Caroline Pidgeon - Liberal Democrat London Assembly Member  
Siobhan Benita, Liberal Democrat London Mayoral candidate  
Benjamin Knowles - Director, PedalMe  
Rob King - Co-Founder & Director Zedify  
Carolyn Roberts, Head Thomas Tallis School 
Vicki Cuff, Head Invicta Primary Schools Blackheath and Deptford 
Douglas Grieg, Head Plumstead Manor School 
Maria Hill, Head Cherry Orchard Primary School 
Sarah Harrison, Head Pound Park Nursery School 
Colette Pierce, Head Robert Owen Nursery School 
Gillian Crowley, Head Abbey Wood Nursery School 
Joanne Graham, Head Meridian Primary School 
Michael Griffiths, Head King’s Oak School 
Stephen Harris, Head James Wolfe Primary School 
Martyn Patterson, Head Newhaven School 
Ann Marie Walker, Head Thorntree School 
Rachel Hogarth Smith, Head Rachel McMillan Nursery School 
Jason Taylor Head, Gordon Primary School 
James Searjeant Head, Wyborne Primary School 
Clare Rhodes, Head of Early Years Charlton Manor School 
The Westcombe Society 
Living Streets 
Cycling UK 
London Cycling Campaign 
Friends of the Earth 
Campaign for Better Transport 
Mums for Lungs 
Sustrans 
Karen Janody - Extinction Rebellion Greenwich  
Clare Burke-McDonald - Greenwich Labour Youth & Students Officer  
Richard Lufkin - Labour Councillor, Hackney  
John Edwards - Labour Party member in Greenwich and Woolwich, and Chair, Speak Out Woolwich  
Mark Philpotts - Founder, City Infinity  



Scott Ainslie - MEP Green Party, London.  
Christian Wolmar - Shortlisted for Labour candidate for 2016 mayoral election  
Pamela Ritchie - Women’s Equality Party London Assembly candidate & Greenwich resident.  
Adetokunbo Fatukasi - Liberal Democrat London Assembly Candidate for Greenwich and Lewisham 
Dr Rohit K Dasgupta - Labour and Cooperative Councillor, London Borough of Newham  
Jenny Jones, Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb - Green Party, former London Assembly Member  
Mary Waireri, Greenwich resident & film-maker 
Dr Alan Parry Roberts, Greenwich resident and Labour Party Member (Greenwich West) 
Rhian O'Connor Greenwich West Lead, Liberal Democrats 
Pamela Ritchie Women’s Equality Party GLA candidate and Greenwich resident 
Patrick Ives - EGRA, the East Greenwich Residents Association 
Joe Beale, Chair GWAG, Greenwich Wildlife Action Group 
David Larkin, Chair Friends of Sutcliffe Park 
Philip Connolly, former Policy Manager Disability Rights UK, Greenwich resident 
Canon Chris Moody, Vicar of St Alfege Church, Greenwich SE10 9LZ 
Kirstie Paton - Inner London NEU National Executive 
Tim Woodcock - Greenwich NEU Secretary 
Jean Lambert - MEP London's Green Party Member of the European Parliament 
Lewisham Green Party 
Newham Green Party 
Tower Hamlets Green Party 
Sutton and Croydon Green Party 
Southwark Green Party 
Women's Equality Party Greenwich 
Women's Equality Party Lewisham 
Women's Equality Party Tower Hamlets 
Scott Ainslie Green Party MEP Candidate for London 
Danny Keeling Convenor, Newham Green Party Senate Co-Chair, Young Greens 
Zack Polanski Green Party London Assembly Candidate 
Andrea Carey Fuller Lewisham Green Party 
John Edwards - Chair of Speak Out Woolwich 
Kate Heath - Speak Out Woolwich 
Donnachadh McCarthy - Co-Founder of Stop Killing Cyclists 
Victor Behar - Southwark Cyclist, London Cyclist Campaign 
Madeleine Herbert Greenwich Extinction Rebellion 
Karen Janody Extinction Rebellion Greenwich 
Alan Haughton, Stop City Airport Campaign, Tower Hamlets 
 
 

 
The first protest in 2013 with Sian Berry and Alan Haughton  
at the launch of the  Silvertown Tunnel covered by 853 blog 

 

https://853.london/2019/07/31/stop-backing-silvertown-tunnel-greenwich-labour-members-tell-council/

